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Coach Skill Identifier effective 1 SEP 21

Coach Skill Identifier Requirements: Effective 1 September 2021 

Objectives of Coaching Skill Identifier:
• Establish a coaching standard within the Army
• Identify the professional skill of Coaching on the SRB and resumé
• Identify a ready force that can be utilized as requirements increase

Coach level Skill 
Designation

Training 
Requirement

Experience 
Requirement Testing

Army Coach A3B 80 hour 
(ACTP) 

Army 
Leader Coach A4B 80 hours* 100 hours* Coach Knowledge 

Assessment*

Army Executive 
Certified Coach A5B 125 hours** 500 hours with at 

least 25 leaders**
Coach Knowledge 

Assessment**

Army Master 
Certified Coach A6B 200 hours***

10 hours mentor 
coaching

2500 hours with at 
least 35 leaders***

Coach Knowledge 
Assessment***

*ACC credentialed   **PCC credentialed    ***MCC credentialed
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Coach Skill Identifier effective 1 SEP 21
A3B - Army Coach qualifications.
(1) Training: All Soldiers must successfully complete a prescribed 80 hours of coach-
specific training through an Accredited Coach Training Program (ACTP) certified 
through the International Coaching Federation (ICF). Soldiers classified in Army 
Coach, PDSI A3B, must continue to demonstrate professional excellence, integrity, 
good judgment, and exhibit outstanding ability to support the Army Coaching 
Program.

A4B - Army Leader Coach qualifications.
(1) Training: All Soldiers must successfully complete a prescribed 80 hours of coach-
specific training through an Accredited Coach Training Program (ACTP) and receive 
certification through the International Coaching Federation (ICF) at the Associate 
Certified Coach Level. Soldiers classified as Army Leader Coach, PDSI A4B, must 
continue to demonstrate professional excellence, integrity, good judgment, and exhibit 
outstanding ability to support the Army Coaching Program.
(2) Experience. A minimum of 100 hours of coaching experience with at least eight
different leaders. At least 25 of these hours must occur within the 24 months as
certified through the International Coaching Federation at the Associate Certified 
Coach Level.
(3) Testing. Completion of the Coach Knowledge Assessments as required by 
the ICF certification.
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Coach Skill Identifier effective 1 SEP 21
A5B - Army Executive Certified Coach qualifications.
(1) Training: All Soldiers must successfully complete a prescribed 125 hours of coach-specific 
training through an Accredited Coach Training Program (ACTP) and receive certification through 
the International Coaching Federation (ICF) at the Professional Certified Coach Level. Soldiers 
classified in Army Executive Certified Coach, PDSI A5B, must continue to demonstrate 
professional excellence, integrity, good judgment, and exhibit outstanding ability to support the 
Army Coaching Program.
(2) Experience: A minimum of 500 hours of coaching experience with at least 25 different 
leaders. At least 50 of these hours must occur within the 24 months as certified through 
the International Coaching Federation at the Professional Certified Coach level.
(3) Testing: Completion of the Coach Knowledge Assessments as required by the ICF certification

A6B - Army Master Coach PDSI qualifications.
(1) Training:  All Soldiers must successfully complete a prescribed 200 hours of coach-specific 
training through an Accredited Coach Training Program (ACTP) and receive certification through 
the International Coaching Federation (ICF) at the Master Certified Coach Level. Soldiers 
classified in Army Master Certified Coach, PDSI A6B must continue to demonstrate professional 
excellence, integrity, good judgment, and exhibit outstanding ability to support the Army Coaching 
Program.
(2) Experience: At least 10 hours of Mentor Coaching over a minimum of three months
A minimum of 2500 hours of coaching experience with at least 35 different leaders as 
certified by the International Coaching Federation at the Master Certified Coach level. 
Holds or previously held an Army Executive Certified Coach Credential.
(3) Testing. Completion of the Coach Knowledge Assessments as required by the ICF certification.
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ACP RESPONSIBILITY

SOLDIER RESPONSIBILITY

Coach Skill Identifier Application Flow 

Soldier 
Completes all 

requirements and 
submits to ICF for 

Credentialing

Soldier
emails the ACP 

the required 
documents

ACP

• Validate ICF 
Credential or 
Certification

• Generate 
qualification 
memo 

Soldier
wants to get PDSI 
into their records

DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED

DA Form 4187
-AND-

Program 
Completion 

Certificate (A3B)
-OR-

ICF Credential

ACP

• Email signed 
memo to 
Soldier with 
supporting 
document 
(Cred / Cert) 

Soldier
Presents the ACP 

memo and the 
ICF Credential or 
Certificate to unit 
S1 for input into 

IPERMS and 
records update 
with designation

or for A3B
Completes 

coaching program 
requirements with 
80-hour Certificate
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Coach Skill Identifier Application
One application process two types of applicants 
1. Army Coach (A3B) or 
2. All others

DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED

DA Form 4187

- AND -

Program 
Completion 

Certificate (A3B)

- OR -

ICF Credential

Coach level Skill 
Designation

Army Coach A3B

Coach level Skill 
Designation

Army 
Leader Coach A4B

Army Executive 
Certified Coach A5B

Army Master 
Certified Coach A6B

Certifi
cate

C
re
de
nt
ia
l

DA Form 4187 
(more next page)PACKET	

REQUIREMENTS

- OR -
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Coach Skill Identifier Application
DA Form 4187
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Coach Skill Identifier Application

usarmy.pentagon.hqda-dcs-g-1.mbx.army-
coaching-program@mail.mil

Please send any questions to:

mailto:usarmy.pentagon.hqda-dcs-g-1.mbx.army-coaching-program@mail.mil

